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As Al Floods the Internet, New Book Calls
for a New Economic Model

Swiss copyright scholar, attorney, and musician argues for
shared governance and fair remuneration in the digital
economy

As generative Al reshapes the creative industries, a growing question is moving to the center
of the digital economy: who gets paid when platforms profit from human creativity?

Recent developments have intensified the debate. OpenAl’s newly released Industrial Policy for
the Intelligence Age presents an expansive vision for the future economy, while streaming
platform Deezer reports that Al-generated tracks now account for 44% of newly uploaded music.
At the same time, ongoing disputes between Al music companies and major record labels have
raised concerns about the uncompensated use of creative works for Al training.

In his new book, Creative Value Chains: Copyright and Beyond for a Better Value Distribution
(Bristol University Press, published May 28, 2026), Yaniv Benhamou argues that today’s digital
economy is built on a largely invisible workforce: creators, users, digital workers, and audiences
whose data, attention, and cultural production generate enormous value but receive little
compensation or governance power in return.

Benhamou examines how current copyright and platform models concentrate value among a
small number of intermediaries while weakening the position of musicians, writers, artists, and
other cultural workers. Drawing on two decades of research and professional practice, he
proposes a new framework grounded in distributive justice, collective participation, and shared
governance.

The book outlines practical and systemic reforms, including:

e shared ownership and governance models for streaming, sharing, and Al platforms;

e new remuneration mechanisms for creators and digital workers; and

e pooled data governance structures enabling users to collectively negotiate and receive
compensation when their data and labor generate economic value.

“Creative labour powers the digital economy, yet most of the value flows
elsewhere,” says Benhamou. “If Al systems and digital platforms depend on
human creativity, participation, and data, then the people who generate that

value should have a meaningful share in governance and remuneration.”



https://cdn.openai.com/pdf/561e7512-253e-424b-9734-ef4098440601/Industrial%20Policy%20for%20the%20Intelligence%20Age.pdf
https://newsroom-deezer.com/2026/04/ai-generated-tracks-represent-44-of-new-uploaded-music/
https://creativevaluechains.com/

The book has already attracted attention from scholars across intellectual property, technology
law, and the arts. Alain Strowel, a leading scholar in international and European copyright law
at Université Saint-Louis Bruxelles and Université catholique de Louvain, called Creative
Value Chains a:

“MUST READ for those who want to understand the complexities of today’s
vivid debate on ‘copyright grappling with GenAl,” and to design possible
solutions that pay attention to the various interests, market constraints and
policy objectives behind this legacy institution.”

Yaniv Benhamou is Professor of Copyright and Digital Law at the Faculty of Law of the
University of Geneva, an attorney-at-law, and a practicing musician. For more than 20 years,
his work has focused on copyright, digital platforms, creative industries, and technology
regulation.

Creative Value Chains: Copyright and Beyond for a Better Value Distribution will be published
by Bristol University Press on May 28, 2026, and will be available open access in digital format
from the date of publication.
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